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MSWE308 : ECOLOGY AND SOCIAL WORK
Objectives

(a) To develop an understanding of the relationship between
(i) Ecology and Development
(ii) People and Natural Resources.
(b) To develop an understanding about the present status of the environment.
(c) To acquire knowledge of the role of the social worker towards environmental

awareness, and working out strategies for maintaining ecological balance.

UNIT – I : Ecological Perspectives at Micro and Micro Levels

(i) Environment and Ecology and their linkages, relationship with people and society.
(ii) Development its impact on Environment, Ecology, Economic liberalization and

Environment.
(iii)Social Behaviour and Environment (Consumerism and energy intensive life – styles, etc.)

UNIT – II : Environmental Issues and Problems

(i) Environment in the global context
(ii) State of India’s Environment.

(a) Land – degradation and depletion.
(b) Water – Pollution, marine ecology, depletion of ground water and

degradation of fresh water reserves, big dams.
(c) Air – Pollution, depletion of ozone layer and
(d) Forests – Deforestation, depletion of forest cover, Himalayan forest ecosystem.

(iii) Environment cost of large Developmental Projects.
- Big Dams
- Nuclear & Other Power plants.
- Mining
- Big industrial Estates.

UNIT – III : History of Environmental Consciousness

(i) History of the Environment Movement at global level.
(ii) Traditional systems of Environmental Protection in India.
(iii) Gandhi and Environment.
(iv) Environment Movements and people’s initiati ves to save their environment.

(a) Chipko Movement, Save Forests Movement, Save Western Ghats Movement,
Anti Nuclear Struggles.

(b) Mitti Bachao Andolan.
(c) Movements against big dams (Narmada & Tehri.)
(d) Eco farming – Nature farming effects.
(v) Rio summit and its implications.

UNIT – IV : Environmental Action

(i) Governmental Policies ad Machinery, Programmes.
(ii) Environmental Legislation, PIL.
(iii) Need, importance, scope and problems of people’s participate in
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protection and promotion of their e nvironment.
(iv) Women and environment.
(v) Role of Voluntary Action in Environment.
(vi) Panchayats and Environment.

UNIT – V Approaches in Environmental Management

(i) Role of Traditional, State controlled, people controlled and jointly managed system.
(ii) Waste management.
(iii) Role of the Social Worker.
(a) As a concerned citizen, as  a mass educator, campaigner.
(b) As a worker with NGOs.
(c) As a welfare officer in industry / Government.
(d) Advocacy role of the social worker.
(iv) Disaster management
(a) Concept of disaster, natural and man – made.
(b) Consequence of disaster.
(c) Role of various agencies in disaster management.
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