
1

MSWE307 : INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL WORK

Objectives
1. To help students know and compare the developments in the field of social welfare

and social work cross-culturally; and,
2. To critically examine the implications of these developments in strengthening one’s

own knowledge and practice base for interdisciplinary and innovative forms of social
intervention.

Course Contents
1. Social Work tradition across cultures.
2. Demographic Change and societal needs.
3. Social and technological change and their impact on societies.
4. Tradition, modernity and post -modern features of societies, globalisation and its

impact on social, economic, ecological, cultural and political domains.
5. Emergence and retreat of Welfare State – universal and selective services; structural

adjustment and need for social safety net. Trends in social services budgets of States
in industrially developed and developing  countries, features of social and economic
development. Professionalisation of social work across the world

6. Societal needs and social responses .
7. Social, service institutions, profit and non - profit organisation, locality development,

community and grassroots organising, private practice in social work. Emerging
concerns in social work and welfare violence, peace, substance abuse , AIDS, social
exclusion participation, and poverty. Social development – comparative study across
countries.

8. Innovations in social welfare and social work in response specific needs.
9. Partnership in social welfare – interdisciplinary approach, role of volunteers,

professionals, social activists an citizens, National and International Associations.
10. Promotion of social work and social welfare through the  UN system. Comparative

review of social work practice, theory education and training.

References

1. Gore, M.S.et.al (ed.)  Social Implications of Development : The Asian Experience,
Allahabad, Vindya Prakashan Pvt. Ltd, 1990.

2. Johnson, Louise C. and Schwartz, Charles L., Social Welfare: Response to Human
Need, London, Allyn & Bacon, 1988.

3. MacPherson, Stewart and Midgley, Jame s, Comparative Social Policy and the Third
world, New York, St. Martin’s Press. 1987.

4. Friedmann, Robert R., et. al. (ed) Modern Welfare States: Comparative View of
Trends and Prospects, Bringhton, John Spiers, 1987.

5. Seitz, John L., The Politics of Developm ent : An Introduction to Global Issues,
Oxford, Basil Blackwell, 1988.

6. Mishra, Ramesh, Society and social policy : Theoretical Perspectives on Welfare
London, MacMillan Press, 1997.

7. Desjarlais, Robert, et. al., World Mental Health : Problem and Priorities in Low-
Income Countries, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1995.

8. Hilhorst, J.G.M. and Klatter, M. (ed.) Social Development in the Third World: Level
of Living Indicators and Social Planning, London, Croom Help, 1985.



2

9. Davies, Martin (ed.) The Blackwell Compa nion to Social Work, Oxford Blackwell
Publisher, 1997.

10. Huws, Ursula, (ed.) Action Programmes for the Protection of Homeworkers: Ten
Case-Studies from Around the World, Geneva, International Labour Office 1995.

11. Mathew Colton and Margaret Williams (ed.) The World of Foster Care : An
International Source Book of Foster Care Systems, Arena 1997.

12. Asian and Pacific Association for Social Work Education, Twenty Years Celebration
Conference on Social work Profession : Reflections and Future Directions, Mumbai:
Tata Institute of Social Sciences, November 17 -20, 1993.

13. Faundez, J., Affirmative Action : International Perspectives, Geneva, ILO, 1994.

Journals to be consulted
1. International Social Work
2. Social Work Research and Practice,
3. Social Service Research
4. Social Justice Research,
5. Global Development,
6. Social Service Review,
7. Indian Labour Review,
8. Families and Society,
9. International Social Security Bulletin, International
10. Labour Review Community Work
11. Journal of Social Work Practice
12. Journal of Social Policy
13. Other references include Reports of UNICEF, UNDP, WHO, ILO, UNESCO,

APASWE, etc.
14. Foster Care
15. Social Service Budgets
16. Global Summit Reports


