CoreCourse -—403 SOCIOLOGY OF RELIGION

Objective:

Religion is an ubiquitous phenomenon and its relation to society, culture
and polity raises important sociological issues. This paper introduces the students to the
subfield of sociology of religion. After analysing the basic concepts and key
interpretations of religion, it focuses on the interface between religion and society in
India and the contestation over religion in contemporary times. It concludes with an
analysis of socia changeinrelation to religion.

CourseOutline:

Unit -1
Definition, Meaning subject matter and Nature of Sociology of Religion
Unit - 2
Definition and its relationship with Philosophy, Ethics, Dharma,
Science and Law.
Main components of Religion Belief, Rituals, Sumbols and myths.
Unit - 3
Approachsto the study of Religion,
Classificatin appraoch - Durkhemi, MArk, Weber, Mauss
Contemporary approach, Phenomenological, New Marxist,tre uclian,
anthopol ogical
Unit-4 Comperative Religon Approach
Religionin India Regiona and Sanskritic Hinduism
Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism, Islam, Chritistianity, Tribal

Religions. Socio-Historical Perspectives.
Overview of population Current levels
Unit -5

Religion, Secularism and communalism in India.
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