
Elective Course – 106  POLITICAL SOCIOLOGY

Objectives :

In modernised societies the political system has become one of the most dominant

components of the total social structure, Accordingly, the major objectives of teaching

this course are : To acquaint the students with the nature and functioning of political

system(s), and the political processes. To generate in the minds of students an awareness

of their status and role as citizens of the state. To make the students aware of the

prerequisite of sound democratic political system and its vulnerability.

Course Outline :

Unit - 1

Definition, nature and subject matter and methodology of Political

Sociology, distinctive approach of Political Sociology Interrelationship

between political system and society . Sociological & Political relationship

with other social Science,

Unit - 2

Political Culture-meaning and significance. Political socialization -

meaning, signification and its agencies.

Unit - 3

Elite theories of distribution of power in society (wi th reference

to Mosca, Pareto. R. Mitchies and C. W.Mills and others).

Indian Thinkers : Gandhi, Ambedkar, Nehru..

Unit - 4

Bureaucracy, its characteristics, type, significance in politcal

development with special reference to India.

Political Process in India : Role of caste, Religion, Regionalism

and language in Indian Politics.

Unit - 5

Political Parties : characteristics social composition of parties,

recruitment, mass participation, political apathy, its causes and

consequences (with special reference to Gujarat, Analysis of recent

election result.)
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